
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mrs Powell’s Guide to the Curriculum  

I hope you all had a good Christmas and that 

your children are ready for the ‘big push’ as 

we get nearer to SATs! Our theme this half 

term is ‘Vicious Vikings?’ where we will be 

finding out about Vikings – where they came 

from, how they got here and their legacy. We 

will be writing quest stories in English that 

link to a Viking theme – this will also feed 

through into our ICT work this term. After 

half term, we will then start our Mayan topic 

(there is a delightful link to chocolate, just in 

time for Easter!!) 

As always, it is essential that your child 

comes to school on time and well prepared for 

the day ahead. You can help by reminding 

them to bring their spelling and homework 

books to school on time. 

 

General Reminders 

Plaistow and Kirdford Primary School – Year  6  Spring Term 

 
Autumn Term  

 

Science 
In science, we will be learning about how 

plants and animals adapt to their habitat, 

with a  particular focus on animals in 
Northern Europe. 

Maths 

English 
As well as our Viking quest story, we will also 

be looking at persuasive writing, writing for 

instructional purposes, poetry and fairytales 

(where we will focus in on Little Red Riding 

Hood – there are many versions of this, some 

of which are far more gruesome than others – 

I will be inviting children to bring in their 

copies from home so we can compare them).  

For our persuasive writing, last year we wrote 

ACTUAL LETTERS (!) and received a fabulous 

response, including, previously, from both 

Greg Rusedski and Julie Walters, agreeing to 

visit the school. We will be thinking of more 

ideas this year and hope to continue our 

success! It continues to be important that 

children in Year Six read at home for at least 

20 minutes a day.  

Please work with school in helping children to 

practise and apply their spellings regularly. 

Spellings should always be checked in all 

written work, whether class work or 

homework, to ensure accuracy. 

 

 

Our maths lessons this half term will focus 

on the following: 

Counting, partitioning and calculating 

Securing number facts, understanding 

shape 

Handling data and measures 

Calculating, measuring and understanding 

shape 

Securing number facts, relationships and 

calculating; place value and ….Arithmetic 

 

It cannot be stressed strongly enough 

just how important it is for children to have 

very quick recall of their times tables now, 

and through secondary school, so please do 

keep working with your child on these. We 

provide interventions for children wherever 

we can but do need families to work with us 

on this please. 

Our focus/topics 
Our topic this half term will focus on the 

Vikings. This will weave through our English, 

ICT and art work this half term, as well as 

Geography and History. 



 

Mayan visit – On Thursday 4 April, I am delighted to 
say that we have, for the second year, joined forces 
with Rudgwick Primary School and will be welcoming 
Mexicolore to North Hall in Loxwood for the day. 
Rudgwick’s Year 6 class will join us and, after the visit, 
will stay with us for the afternoon where we will work 
collaboratively on Mayan arts and crafts. More 
information will follow shortly but I hope you agree that 
this represents a great opportunity to get to know the 
children in one of our neighbouring schools. 
Bikeability will take place in the week beginning 15 
July (the very last week of summer term). As usual, 
we will need to liaise with you to ensure that, on the 
Monday, all children have roadworthy bikes (and 
helmets etc) at school for the day and then, from 
Tuesday to Thursday of that week, the bikes need to 
be in Kirdford each day (we will try to arrange an 
overnight storage location there). I will provide more 
details nearer the time but we will, again as usual, be 
very reliant on (and extremely grateful to) parents to 
help us take children to and from Kirdford during the 
week. I tried again this year to see if we could switch 
the location to Plaistow but West Sussex County 
Council, who run the course, state that Plaistow does 
not contain enough safe areas where we could cycle.  
Kirdford has the benefit of the lovely, wide central 
road, with lots of side roads coming off it and it really is 
the perfect location for the week. On Monday, the 
course does have to take place on the school 
playground as the trainers assess each child’s ability 
(and the roadworthiness of their bikes) before allowing 
them on to the roads. 
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Useful Websites  

Maths: 

http://www.mathszone.co.uk/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/maths 

Mexicolore: 

http://www.mexicolore.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

Reminders to Children 

 Always have your PE kit in 
school every day; 

 Don’t forget to bring your 
homework books, spelling book, 

times table book and reading 
diary. 

  

Homework Arrangements  

Your child will usually receive homework on 

Monday due back on Thursday, and on 

Thursday due back on Monday. They will also 

usually receive spellings on Monday for a 

test the following week. It is vital that 

homework is completed and handed in on 

time. If it is not, children will be expected to 

spend their break/lunchtime completing the 

work. 

 

Questions? 

I am usually available before or after school to 

answer any queries. If you would like to talk 

about something in more detail, please make 

an appointment to see me via the school office. 

You can also send any non-urgent comments 

via our office email at 

office@plaistowkirdford.com 

 

In ICT, we will be producing our quest 

stories in chapter book format, adding 

illustrations from elsewhere on the internet. 

In PE, we will be doing gymnastics/dance in 

the hall. 

In Art, as well as our focus on George 

Bellows during Art Week, we will also be 

studying Viking patterns and trying to 

replicate them (for example, on a Viking 

longboat). 

IN RE/PSHE, we will look the idea of saying No 

to Bullying. This will involve some peer 

discussion and whole class talk. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Other Subjects This Term’s Highlights 
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