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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This week we have had two different types of focus in our assembly. In 
the first half of the week we started our work on “Good Manners” 
theme. This week we have been working on using indoor voices and 
how we move around school. 
 

 
 
We also celebrated International Women’s Day on Wednesday in 
assembly. What was excellent about our children was that the number 
of people they could name who helped change or shape our world was 
split evenly between men and women. We looked at two very famous 
and world changing women’s stories: Marie Curie and Rosa Parks. 
The children found Rosa’s story particularly interesting and asked lots 
of questions. Thank you, Grace and Florence H who shared their 
brilliant book Fantastically Great Women Who Changed The World! 
 

 
 
It’s a terrific book and is great for boys and girls to read! 
 
Have a lovely weekend, 
 
 
 
 
Charlie King 
 

Worthless? Fair Funding Campaign 
 
As many families are aware, schools in West Sussex are facing a real 
funding crisis that is having a real impact on schools. West Sussex is 
currently one of the most underfunded authorities in the country.  
 

At Plaistow and Kirdford, we have worked 
hard over the last few years to ensure that 
we make the most of the funding we receive, 
however we are now in a position where we 
are having to make difficult decisions 
regarding our spending. Some parents may 
be aware, for example, that school trips used 
to be subsidised by school because of the 
costs of transport, however this was 
something that we could no longer fund from 

our central budget. This is one small cost saving exercise school has 
had to do.  
 
PAKSA and our parents have done a brilliant job fund raising – without 
them we would not be able to have our new library or some of the 
“extras” our children enjoy. The money they raise is vital and can be 
used to support school projects and some resources, it can not be 
used to support or sustain certain elements of the school budget – for 
example support staff salaries.  
 
 
 

There is a very strong message being sent out that schools are 
receiving record levels of funding and that the Fair Funding formula will 
mean that every school will receive a fairer funding figure. I am not a 
statistician or accountant, but I can say in full confidence that this is not 
the case. In figures, the funding to schools has been “protected” 
(frozen).  
 
However, in real terms, there has been a significant decrease – 
National Insurance increases, pension increases, increased resourcing 
costs and other “hidden” costs have been passed on to schools which 
have eaten away at our budgets. 
 
It had been hoped that the new Fair Funding formula which has been 
announced would improve the situation for schools. While some 
schools in West Sussex would be better off, many in our locality 
(including Plaistow and Kirdford) will be worse off. Given we were 
already among the lowest funded schools in the country, this is not the 
news we had wanted to hear. 
 
We as a community take a huge amount of pride in our children and 
the outcomes we achieve. Our children are brilliant, they work hard 
and want to do their best. We want to do our best for them as well and 
I’m sure you would support us in achieving this. 
 
There are number of things that families can do: 
 

 Get involved with PAKSA – it might be that you have a great 
idea for fundraising or want to help with a fund raising event. 
Join our lottery – you might end up donating and winning! Do 
your online shopping through Easy Fundraising.  Please see 
the links below. 

 

 Like/Follow The Worthless Campaign at: 
https://www.facebook.com/WorthLessWestSussex/ .  It has 
all of the updated communications related to the campaign, 
TV and radio news items as well as suggestions of how you 
can support the campaign in the broader sense. 

 

 If you are inclined, you can complete the DfE consultation on 
the funding formula (you don’t need to answer every 
question in depth!) –  
https://consult.education.gov.uk/funding-policy-unit/schools-
national-funding-formula2/ 

 

 Speak to your local MP. The Worthless? Campaign did have 
some nominal success in working with our MPs, however it 
has now hit a wall in terms of progress. 

 

 Talk to us! Either myself, Mrs Mitchell or Mrs Turner in 
school will be able to answer questions (we may need to go 
away and find the answers and come back to you!). 
 

This week as part of the Worthless Campaign, all of the headteachers 
in West Sussex sent a letter to our MPs regarding the state of school 
funding. I sent it to Rt Hon Andrew Tyrie MP. I have attached the letter 
to this newsletter for your information. 

 
What the funding crisis won’t change is the fabric of Plaistow and 
Kirdford – our ethos, outlook and approach to learning won’t change. 
We will still have strong aspirations that we send our children off to 
secondary school, confident that they are ready to take the next steps 
in their learning. 
 

Scholastic Book Fair! 
 

Next week, we will be holding a Scholastic Book 
Sale. Books will be available to purchase after 
school and at the end of school clubs. A portion 
of sales will go towards PAKSA and books for 
our library. 

 
Children will be able to use their World Book Day voucher as a money 
off coupon. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/WorthLessWestSussex/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/funding-policy-unit/schools-national-funding-formula2/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/funding-policy-unit/schools-national-funding-formula2/
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Easy Fundraising 
 
Do you shop at websites such as Amazon, 
Argos, John Lewis, Tesco, M&S?  Did you 
know that if you do it through 
easyfundraising.org.uk you can raise a free 
donation for our school every time you shop? 
No cost, no catch! 
 
Every time you buy something online – weekly shopping, Christmas 
presents, holidays - think of Easyfundraising. There are 1,000s of 
retailers taking part including everything from Booking.com and 
Sainsburys to Currys and Next. The retailers will donate a percentage 
of the amount you spend to our school to say thank you for shopping 
with them. 
 
£1,123 has already been raised but this could be much more! All you 
have to do is: 
 
1. Go to:  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/plaistowkirdfordprimary
school/ 

2. Click on Join Us 
3. Complete the very short form (just 5 lines). You only have to do this 

once. Click on Create My Account.  
4. Download the Donation Reminder so you never miss a website that 

donations. Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-
reminder/ and click on Get the Donation Reminder 

 
Your School Lottery 

 
Congratulations to, last week’s School 
Lottery winner. 
 
Don’t forget you can join Your School Lottery 
for as little as £1 per week and for this, you 
will have the chance of winning a 
guaranteed weekly prize. The more people 
that participate, the bigger this guaranteed 
prize becomes and the more money raised 
for the school.  All supporters taking part this 
half term will also be entered into a draw to 
win a 12 month family membership to either 
CADW, The National Trust or The National 
Trust of Scotland. 

 
On top of this, you will also be entered into a separate draw with a 
chance to win an amazing £25,000 EVERY WEEK!  
 
Click on the following link and search for Plaistow and Kirdford Primary 
School to join and start playing. 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/play. 
 

Red Nose Day – 24
th

 March 
 
Friday 24

th
 March 

 
Red Noses for Sale in the School Office 
 
We will be holding a ‘Paint the Teachers Face’ 
Competition.  Details  to follow. 
 

House Points 
 

Red Blue Green Yellow 
Wey 

 
Arun Lavant Rother 

203 
 

158 193 174 

 
Children’s Quality Sale 

 
Saturday 18

th
 March at Billingshurst Primary School. 11.00am -1.30pm 

Spring/Summer Clothes 0-10+ Years, Baby equipment, books, toys, 
maternity wear.  All previously owned and in good condition. 
 

Class Awards   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Class Name –   

Robin Tigerlily A  

 Lucian D  

Squirrel Caitlin C  

 Dylan P  

Hedgehog William C  

 Milo N  

Woodpecker Mia D-R  

 Harry J  

Owl Annabel M  

 Finley H  

Fox Naia L  

 Isabella W  

Badger Hannah J  

 Ollie Z  

 
10 Million Minutes Reading Competition 

 
As part of World Book Day we are launching the Ten Million Minutes 
Reading Challenge which runs for one week, starting on Thursday 9

th
 

until Wednesday 15
th
 March. The idea is to promote a love of reading!! 

This is a national campaign and the school which reads for the most 
number of minutes by the end of the week could win a new library 
worth £10,000!! 
 
All you have to do is encourage your child to read as often as they can 
during the week. All reading counts – whether it’s a book, magazine, 
newspaper or e-book, whether they read on their own or with an adult. 
Just make sure they time themselves and keep a note of it so their 
teacher can add it to the school total each day. There is a live online 
leaderboard, so that our school can see how we are doing compared 
to others across the country! 
 
Alongside this, I would like to let you know of another competition; the 
West Sussex Writing Competition.  The theme for this year is ‘Into the 
Woods’. There are 3 categories, Year 1-2, years 3-4 and years 5-6 and 
the closing date for entries is Friday 31

st
 March.  Children can choose 

to write a narrative piece, some non-fiction or a poem. The winning 
prize is a visit from an author to work with their age group for the day 
using the winner’s writing as a starting point. Entries should be written 
independently but should be supported by talk and advice.  Children 
should be encouraged to draft, edit and proof-read their work. If you 
have any further questions, please get in touch with Mrs Poole. 
 

Keep Fitness 
 
Interested in getting fit for the Summer?  Go along to Keep Fitness 
Sessions with Emma Hitchcock.  Sessions at Chiddingfold recreation 
ground on Monday’s 9.15-10.15am, Ewhurst Recreation Ground on 
Tuesday’s 9.30-10.30 and Dunsfold KGV Playing Fields on 
Wednesday’s 9.30-10.30am and Sunday’s 9.00-10.00am.   
 
First Session is Free!  Group session interval training for all abilities, in 
all weather.  No need to book, turn up and train! 
 
Contact Emma@keepfitness.co.uk or call 07816 927577. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/plaistowkirdfordprimaryschool/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/plaistowkirdfordprimaryschool/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-reminder/
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/play
mailto:Emma@keepfitness.co.uk
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Dates for your diary 
 

6
th
 Mar Choir to Billingshurst Primary 

13
th
 Mar Year 4 Visit to Battle Abbey 

15
th
 & 16

th
 Mar Scholastic Book Fair in School 

15
th
 Mar Netball Match at Collyers, Horsham 

16
th
 Mar Reading Workshop Year R, 1, 2  

20
th
 Mar Year 6 CPR Training Workshop 

21
st
 Mar Year 2 Titanic Day 

22
nd

 Mar Parent Consultations 
24

th
 Mar Red Nose Day 

3
rd

 Apr Chill and Chat – hosted by Miss Hall and Robin Class 
4

th
 Apr RNLI visit to School 

6
th
 Apr Awards Assembly – by invitation 

7
th
 Apr Easter Egg Roll – 14.30-15.30 

7
th
 Apr Spring Term ends at 3.30pm 

24
th
 Apr Summer Term begins at 9.00am 

28
th
 Apr School Council Meeting  

1
st
 May Bank Holiday 

3
rd

 May KS1 Multi Skills festival – details to follow 
4

th
 May Yr 3 and 4 Road to Eastborne Tennis – TBC 

5
th
 May New Entrants for Sept 2017 Coffee Morning 

8
th
 – 11

th
 May KS2 SATS Tests 

12
th
 May Year 4 and 5 Cake Sale 

15
th
 – 19

th
 May Year 6 Bikeability 

19
th
 May Grounds Day 

19
th
 May School Council Meeting 

23
rd

 May Class and Year 6 Leavers Photos 
26

th
 May Choir to Billingshurst Primary School 

26
th
 May Awards Assembly 

26
th
 May Last Day of First half of term at 3.30pm 

5
th
 Jun First Day of Second Half of Term at 9.00am 

7
th
 Jun Selwyn Primary School Year 4, London to visit 

12
th
 – 16

th
 Jun Sports Week – Details to follow 

12
th
 Jun Choir Rehearsal at The Hawth, Crawley 

12
th
 Jun Weald Music Festival at The Hawth, Crawley 

14
th
 Jun Year 4 to visit Selwyn Primary School, London 

16
th
 Jun Sports Day 

23
rd

 Jun Reserve Sports Day 
26

th
 – 30

th
 Jun Maths Week 

27
th
 Jun Transition Morning (all day for The Weald) 

30
th
 Jun School Council Meeting 

30
th
 Jun Weald Maths Locality Tower Challenge 

1
st
 Jul PAKSA Summer Fair 

4
th
 Jul Cross Country Event 

4
th
 Jul New Entrants  Parents Meeting  

13
th
 Jul Strawberry Tea – by invitation 

14
th
 Jul School Reports to go home 

14
th
 Jul Miss Dore and PAKSA Rounders Evening 

17
th
 Jul KS2 Performance 

18
th
 Jul KS2 Performance 

20
th
 Jul Awards Assembly – by invitation 

21
st
 Jul Year 6 Leavers Assembly 

21
st
 Jul School Year Ends 3.30pm 

23
rd

 – 24
th
 Jul Inset Days 

4
th
 Sept Inset Day 

5
th
 Sept Autumn Term begins 9.00 am 

 

Some dates may be subject to change.  Further dates will be added.   

 

INSET DAYS FOR THIS ACADEMIC 
YEAR: 
24.07.17 
25.07.17 
 
INSET DAYS FOR NEXT ACADEMIC 
YEAR: 
04.09.17 
30.09.17 
09.02.18 
23.07.18 
24.07.18 
 
 


