
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Term has sprung!  

Happy New Year to all of our Year 4 families. A 

massive thank you for all the kind words, cards 

and gifts at the end of last term. It’s been a 

wonderful Christmas break, though I fear 

over-indulgence means I’m going to be 

teaching a lot of high-intensity double P.E. 

lessons this term! 

It is essential that your child comes to school 

on time and well prepared for the day ahead, 

in a positive and calm mindset. You can help 

by reminding them to bring in their relevant 

books for each day. Times tables are always 

tested on a Thursday, and homework will be 

set on a Wednesday and due in on a Monday. 

It is also helpful to have their spelling books in 

their bags all the time in case we do activities 

in class. Children will continue to work in their 

spelling groups this term, where we have been 

mixed alongside the Year 3 class also. It is 

essential that children have their P.E. kit in 

school every day. 

General Reminders 
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English  
In English we will shortly begin reading, The 

Thief Lord. A narrative set on the streets of 

Venice.  It will sometimes link to areas of our 

topic and sometimes standalone as a text. In 

English, we will also be aiming to continue to 

grow our knowledge of different terminology 

and techniques linked to writing through our 

GPS (Grammar, punctuation and spelling) 

sessions. Handwriting practice will continue 

daily – using the Y3/4 words in order to 

further cement these into the memory. 

 

Maths 

Science 

In science, we will be exploring food chains, 

webs and the idea of predators and prey. We 

will be carrying out some enquires alongside 

developing our knowledge through fact-based 

lessons. We will be carrying out observations, 

research, fair tests and also some classifying 

and identifying. 
 

Our maths lessons this half term will focus 

on areas such as multiplication and division, 

area, fractions and decimals.  

 

It is enormously helpful for children to know 

their times tables and corresponding 

divisional facts. We are continuing to work 

with Times Tables Rock stars in order to 

push the children towards mastering their 

times tables up to 12 x 12. We intend on 

testing the children using the grid from TT 

Rock stars some weeks and reverting to the 

old system of coloured groups for other 

weeks. It should be noted that in the 

Summer Term we will be taking part in the 

pilot tests for Year 4s. The children will be 

tested on their times table knowledge and 

answer questions in a computer-based 

assessment. 

Our focus/topics 
Our topic this half term will focus on the history 

and geography surrounding Roman Britain. We 

will aim to bring this topic to life through other 

areas of the curriculum too, including Art, DT 

and Music. 



 We may be lucky enough to visit Fishbourne 

Roman Palace at some point over the next few 

weeks. I shall be aiming to arrange all of this 

over the next few days and will hopefully be able 

to send you a letter with more details. 

 

Art Week has been a wonderful time for the 

children to show their creative side and they 

worked really hard to produce some really 

amazing final pieces, including a giant work of 

art that we collaborated to create. 

 

After half term we will begin to study the 

importance of cities around the world – looking 

at two geographically contrasting places. 
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Useful Books, Websites and Places to Visit 

National Curriculum statements for Year 4: 

http://www.primarycurriculum.me.uk/year4 

Year 4 Educational Games/Information sites: 

http://primarygamesarena.com/Years/Year-4 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/maths/ 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-

years/times-tables 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/levels/zbr9wmn 

https://ttrockstars.com/login#  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminders to Children 
Have your PE kit in school EVERY DAY; 

Don’t forget when necessary to bring your 

homework book, spelling book, times tables 

book and reading diary. Also take your water 

bottles home each night to wash. 

 

Homework Arrangements  
It is an expectation that children are reading 

every night to ensure their reading matures 

and grows in fluency and expression. Where 

possible it is also good to discuss what has 

been read and to ask questions. We will do 

this in class, where children read during 

guided reading or whole class/grouped 

sessions. Times tables will be tested weekly on 

a Thursday. Meanwhile spellings are ongoing 

but will be tested every Thursday also. 

Homework will either be based around a 

maths and/or English task. It will be set on 

Wednesday and due in on a Monday. If 

arrangements change I will notify the children. 

 

Questions? 

I am usually in class after school (Monday to 

Thursday) to answer any queries. If you would 

like to talk about something in more detail, 

please make an appointment to see me via the 

school office. You can also send any non-urgent 

comments via our office email at: 

office@plaistowkirdford.com 

Thank you for reading! 

 

In Computing, we will begin to understand 

how to program using algorithms, as well as 

understanding how to debug incorrect code.  

In PE, we will beginning to learn how to play 

the sport of hockey, looking at principles of 

attacking and defending as well as  

In Art/DT we will be designing and creating 

Roman shield – using these in battle 

formation on the playground! 

In Music, we will be listening to and 

appreciating the film score composed by 

Hans Zimmer to the film, Gladiator. We will 

be aiming to look at how music can be 

adapted for differing emotions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Subjects This Term’s Highlights 
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